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Instructions for using Excel Aristo Interactive Solver.

The EAIS workbook is posted in the members' area at the ACA website whose address is

http://www.aca@cryptogram.org/members.html

We suggest that after downloading you keep this workbook as a master and make a copy for use in solving –- just in case of accidents. 

There are brief instructions on the worksheet, but here is a fuller summary of what to do:

1. load the workbook into Excel;

At the top you'll see a ciphertext in rows 1,2,3, and 4. This has been pasted in from the digital cons circulated by THE RAT. If you don't receive these then email rdatkinson@aol.com and ask to be put on the mailing list; or alternatively go to the downloads/digital cons section at the ACA website.

In line 6 the ciphertext is repeated. 

In line 8 you have the ciphertext alphabet, and above it the frequency of each letter in the ciphertext. 

In line 9 are the plaintext letters that have previously been inserted to solve the Aristo -- so s=A, u=B and so on. 

Line 10 is the K2 alphabet, a=M, b=N and so on. 

Line 11 is used to keep track of possible plaintext duplicate entries. 

Finally below line 12 the ciphertext is repeated again with the plaintext below it.

2. to solve another Aristo:

-a- highlight cells B1 to B4 and hit delete -- the old ciphertext is deleted;

-b- highlight cells B9 to AA9 and replace the current set of guesses with spaces in order to remove the old plain letters; (you will note that cells to be deleted are coloured yellow); 

-c- copy the new ciphertext onto the clipboard and paste into cell B1 -- you will see the frequencies immediately appear in line 7;

-d- now you can start entering the plain letters in line 9 and note the production of plaintext in lines 14, 17, 20 and 23.

3. Two further suggestions: 

  -it's best to put the ciphertext into Courier New font before you copy it because every letter is then the same width;

  -if when you enter plain /i/ Excel turns this into /I/, then click Tools/Autocorrect and uncheck all checked boxes.

